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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

Continued Public Hearing  

Thursday, August 1st, 2013 

7:00 PM – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, Connecticut 

 

MINUTES 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a continued public 

hearing meeting on Thursday, August 1st, 2013.  Chairperson Theresa 

Albanese called the meeting to order at 7:00 o'clock, p.m. 

 The following Councilpersons were present, viz: 

 

 James Sullivan, Chris Borowy, Jeff Crown, Greg Ali & Mary Etter 

  

 Alternates:   Gerald Bernier 

 

 Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz: 

 David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

  

  Absent: William Camp, Commissioner 

     

     

  A quorum was determined. 

 

THERESA ALBANESE, Chair, presiding: 

Public Hearing Items: 

 A. Continued Public Hearing, IW #1210; Application of Wonk 

Spring Partnership, LLC seeking to disturb 3,185 s.f. of wetlands for 

the purpose of constructing a 9 lot industrial subdivision roadway and 

storm water quality/management system for property located on Wonx 

Spring Road, Assessor’s Map 062, Parcel 142. 

 Stephen Giudice, Harry Cole & Son, 875 South Main Street, 

Plantsville representing the applicant presented. 

 This public hearing was continued for coordination with the 

environmental review team.  That coordination was put in motion and 

the team did visit the site this morning.  We did walk the site with 

the team.  It’s our hope we will get a report from them before your 

next meeting in September. 

 Unless there is additional information from the public, we were 

hoping to get some input from their experts tonight.   
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 We would request this be continued to the next meeting.  So I am 

respectfully requesting a 35-day extension at this point.  Then we 

will rebut any new information if need be. 

 Ms. Etter made a motion to accept the 35 day extension request.  

Mr. Borowy seconded. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

The Chair asked for those speaking in favor of the application. 

 (No response) 

 

The Chair asked for those speaking against the application. 

 Stuart Estra, 55 Wonx Spring Road, Plantsville.  Clarified the 

public hearing would be extended to the next meeting.  The Chair 

stated that it is the intent but right now it is an open public 

hearing and I called for those to come and speak in favor and against. 

 Mr. Estra asked if when the report comes out the people would be 

able to see it and then come back to public hearing to comment. 

 Mr. Lavallee said as soon as the report is received they can come 

in and review it. 

 Mr. Estra wanted to know if the public hearing would still be 

open so we could ask questions.  The Chair said there would be an 

opportunity at the next public hearing if it is continued to review 

the report. 

 The Chair said additional information is going to be submitted by 

the interveners and that is the same.  We would want to look at that 

information, as well. 

 Mr. Estra asked if they could have access to the property.   The 

Chair said she did not believe that was going to occur.  The applicant 

has denied additional access.  Mr. Estra then asked why the 

application wouldn’t be denied to be fair.  If there is a question on 

experts, then why don’t all the experts get a chance to access the 

property? 

 Mr. Lavallee interjected the CERT Review is impartial.  They 

don’t take sides. The information is from experts in their field.  

Their decision is based on what they feel is in the record, is 

accurate and what the team has to say, as well.  You can look at that. 

 Mr. Estra asked about the vernal pond (sic) that was added.  The 

Chair agreed.  Mr. Estra asked if anyone has talked to a vernal pond 

(sic) expert.  The Chair said there is information that was submitted 

to the town on behalf of the applicant’s experts who investigated that 

pool.  Mr. Estra said that was after the fact when it was discovered. 
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 Mr. Lavallee stated there is a landscape ecologist as part of the 

CERT Review Team who will address that issue.  Mr. Estra said he 

contacted a vernal pool expert who said you can’t look at it at this 

time of the year.  The Chair responded the CERT Team was on site 

today. 

 Extensive discussion by Mr. Estra about the vernal pool and his 

contact with one of the top experts in the country who said you can 

only look at the vernal pool at certain times of the year.  I would 

think due diligence should be done. 

 Mr. Sullivan stated the question is not whether or not it is a 

vernal pool.  If that was the question then that would be appropriate 

to wait to a certain time of year.  We have agreed it is a vernal pool 

and has been identified. 

 The Chair stated the IW regulations include a buffer of 200’ 

around the vernal pool and we’ve allowed that. 

 Further discussion about the vernal pool by Mr. Estra. 

 Hearing no further speakers against the application, Mr. Giudice 

responded to comments by Mr. Estra. 

 Mr. Giudice said stated the intent is to get the CERT review back 

before the next public hearing.  So it is out of our control at this 

point but the members of the team know the time frame.  This 

application has a certain time frame for the public hearing that will 

expire and the commission has to make a decision or close the public 

hearing in so many days.  And, the next extension brings to that 

point. 

 If there are recommendations in the report we need to revise our 

plans accordingly and the commission needs to review the report and 

the interveners and neighbors need to review the report.  The intent 

is hopefully all that will happen before the next public hearing. 

 If they do not submit the report before the next meeting, then we 

have a timing issue and we’ll have to verify how much more we can 

extend the public hearing at that time.  They believe you can still 

accept the report outside of the public hearing but I don’t believe we 

can make changes based on the recommendations and submit them to you 

outside of the public hearing.   That’s my interpretation but the 

attorneys can argue those points. 

 The intent to get the report for everyone to see and digest and 

we can make changes if need be.  The same goes for any reports the 

public or interveners submit.  If there is expectation of 

implementation of recommendations from the intervener’s reports we 

would need time to change the plans accordingly. 

 As far as the property, it is a private piece of property and we 

have the right to determine who goes on the property or not.  There 
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was access to the property twice for two site walks.  The application 

was appealed and then the owner decided that he did not want to extend 

that invitation any longer. 

 The vernal pool is something that this commission sees often and 

we have regulations that address vernal pools.  Typically developers 

are trying to prove it is not a vernal pool if the commission has a 

question.  That’s not the case here.  We agreed it was a vernal pool 

and added it to the plans and there is no debate as to whether it is a 

vernal pool, or not.  We have modified the plan according to your 

regulations.  That’s what we are following and this commission has to 

follow as well. 

 Again, I request we continue this public hearing. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table for continuation the public 

hearing.  Mr. Sullivan seconded. Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call 

vote. 

 Ms. Etter made a motion to adjourn the public hearing which was 

seconded by Mr. Borowy. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the public hearing was adjourned at 7:12 o’clock, 

p.m.) 
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REGULAR MEETING 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, August 1st, 2013.  Chairperson Theresa Albanese called the 

meeting to order at 7:12 o'clock, p.m. 

 The following Councilpersons were present, viz: 

 

 James Sullivan, Chris Borowy, Jeff Crown, Greg Ali & Mary Etter 

  

 Alternates:   Gerald Bernier 

 

 Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz: 

 David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

  

  Absent: William Camp, Commissioner 

     

     

  A quorum was determined. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

THERESA ALBANESE, Chair, presiding: 

4. Approval of Minutes – July 11, 2013 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes from the July 11, 

2013 meeting as submitted.  Ms. Etter seconded.  Motion passed 

unanimously on a voice vote. 

     On Site July 15, 2013 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to approve the On Site Meeting Minutes 

for July 15, 2013 as submitted. The Chair seconded.  Motion passed 

unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

5. Reports from Public, Press & Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 No response. 
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6. Items from Public Hearing: 

 A. Continued Public Hearing, IW #1210; Application of Wonk 

Spring Partnership, LLC seeking to disturb 3,185 s.f. of wetlands for 

the purpose of constructing a 9 lot industrial subdivision roadway and 

storm water quality/management system for property located on Wonx 

Spring Road, Assessor’s Map 062, Parcel 142. 

 Mr. Giudice requested this item be tabled.  Mr. Borowy noted the 

extension and continuation granted during the public hearing, I move 

we table IW #1210 at this time.  Ms. Etter seconded.  Motion passed 6 

to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

7. Inland Wetland/Floodplain Filling Applications: 

 A. Information/Action- IW #1214 FF#238 – Application of Dan 

Larsen seeking to construct a bridge to connect the East and West 

sides of the Forestville Fishing Club property.  Property located off 

of Churchill Street, below the Eight Mile River Dam. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised the applicant has requested a table at this 

time to get some more information. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table IW #1214 and FF #238.  Mr. 

Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

8. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public< press and Ex-Officio members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 No response. 

 

9. Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 - Show Cause Hearing – Burritt Street Parcels across from 

Anne Road 

 (Mr. Crown recused himself and left the bench.) 

 Mr. Lavallee advised this is just to be continued on the agenda 

until he hears back.  There has been continuing contact.  It is open 

ended. 

  

 - Mr. Lavallee advised at some point they are going to be 

starting up at Crescent Lake and within a month the open space 

committee will have a special meeting to get the final draft report 
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and see what the recommendations are.  This is for selective timber 

harvesting.  It is some graduate students at UCONN doing it. 

 (Mr. Crown resumed his seat at the bench.) 

 - The Chair brought up the conservation commission budget.  

We have a line for conferences, due and fees.  Now with three new 

commissioners, we’d like to look into the DEEP training for 

commissioners.  It is typically in April and October.   After 

discussion, the Chair said she would call the person who handles that 

at the DEEP and get the status. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Sullivan seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 - Work will be starting very soon on the Route 10/Route 322 

intersection bridge.   There will be a notice with the start date. 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:21 o’clock, p.m.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


